Copyright Resources for Libraries

Web Sites

Copyright Advisory Network http://www.librarycopyright.net/   This is an excellent site, maintained by the ALA Office for Information Technology.  It includes links to all the major copyright sites, general copyright information and a copyright Forum and copyright blog.  The Forum allows participants to ask and answer copyright questions. It can be very useful to help solve odd random problems that arise and to keep track of the kinds of issues others are dealing with.

Copyright Office www.loc.gov/copyright  this is a very good page with links to copies of the law, the major publications like the copyright circulars, a link to a copyright search page and information on new legislation.

WiLS Web page http://www.wils.wisc.edu/ill/copy.html this site gives you a basic summary of copyright law for interlibrary loan and the use of the copyright compliance codes CCL and CCG.

Stanford has a searchable database that logs the status of so-called "orphan works" published in the United States between 1923 and 1963--accessible at http://collections.stanford.edu/copyrightrenewals/bin/page?forward=home
The University of Texas System is a good web site and is frequently linked and cited.  Sections of it are directed at all aspects of copyright from interlibrary loan, to use of multimedia, to distance education and licensing, with specific sections for campus administrators faculty, staff and students. The general page is: http://www.utsystem.edu/ogc/intellectualproperty/cprtindx.htm Click on Crash Course and follow links to pages needed.

ARL copyright page http://www.arl.org/info/frn/copy/copytoc.html  this page has a number of interesting links especially to recent information and includes a letter recommending that libraries do not change their practice concerning use of the “generic” copyright notice because of the DMCA.  http://www.arl.org/info/frn/copy/notice.html
Copyright Clearance Center http://www.copyright.com/
You can search the CCC catalog (click on find title in the upper right corner) to discover the likely royalty fee you would pay if you request an article from a commercial site.  You can also join the CCC and simply pay these fees after you have received items on interlibrary loan that you have determined exceed fair use.

 Ken Crews’ web site at Indiana is a nice example of a site aimed at faculty, students and staff and covers the basics of what people need to know with links to useful information  http://www.copyright.iupui.edu/
People to Contact for Copyright Presentations

Tomas Lipinski, UW-Milwaukee Professor of Library/Information Studies and Professor of Law – particularly for DMCA and Teach information.

Carrie Russell, ALA Office of Information Technology Policy – particularly for general overview, basics, and updates.

Books

Crews, Kenneth    Copyright Essentials for Educators and Librarians  ALA, Chicago, 2000.  This is a good basic source for applying the principles of copyright law to everyday situations. 

Patterson, L. Ray and Lindberg, Stanley W.  The Nature of Copyright:  A Law of Users’ rights.  University of Georgia Press, Athens, 1991.  This is a valuable discussion of the underlying philosophy of copyright and fair use.

Russell, Carrie Complete Copyright: An Everyday Guide for Librarians.  Creative Commons License 2004,  ALA.  This is an excellent guide with good coverage of the basics as well as all the major issues and problems that library staff members handle both in terms of library copying and in responding to their students and faculty who have questions about copyright.
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