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Wikipedia Today
4.6 million articles in 
over 200 languages
Thriving community 
with exponential 
growth
The 11th most visited 
site on the web
No advertisements, 
non-profit endeavor
Free publication license, 
widely disseminated

Editorial Policies

Wikipedia’s general guidelines are based on 
five pillars:

1. Wikipedia is an encyclopedia
2. Wikipedia has a neutral point of view
3. Wikipedia is free content
4. Wikipedia has a code of conduct
5. Wikipedia does not have firm rules

Most changes are enacted via voting and 
consensus (and persistent editors)

Vandalism

Library Wikis

Conference Wikis
Library topics and/or best practices
Library staff intranets, websites
Other applications

Wikis as courseware
Collaborative writing
Community Wikis

Setting up a Wiki
1. Hosting Options

Run on your own site (more control), or
Use a free or paid site (easier)

2. Software Installation
Pick a Wiki software "flavor" (e.g., MediaWiki)
Verify server requirements (SQL, PHP)
Run installer, configure options and extensions
Customize appearance and layout

3. Set Permissions 
Who can access the site
Who can edit the site

4. Form policies, help and guide for contributors


