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Criteria for Selection of Materials
· Amount of material 

Identify ships for which there is a volume of materials available in one or more participating institutions that collectively would make an interesting web site display. In some cases, it may also be appropriate to highlight a ship that has only a few items if it is otherwise important. 

· Variety of formats 

Selection should include materials in a variety of formats. These might include text from books, photos, newspaper clippings, schedules, logs, souvenir books, blueprints, maps, video, underwater wreckage photos or video, sound, and photos of physical objects in the collections. 

· Popularity or amount of use in collections 

Participating library staff should select materials that are already identified as well used by local patrons so that these materials can be shared statewide. 

· Copyright clearance/Public domain 

The materials selected should be in the public domain due to date or circumstances of publication or the library should have copyright permission to use the materials for this purpose. 

· Special circumstances/notoriety/local angle 

Participating library staff should select items that are of local, statewide, or national interest because of special circumstances, notoriety, or because there are shipwreck remains of interest. 

· Ability to process or display materials 

The University of Wisconsin has some parameters for processing that need to be taken into consideration. For example, very large objects such as large maps could be beyond realistic process for now. Three dimensional objects and optical character recognition for text items could be prohibitively expensive. Some other formats may require additional programming which could delay implementation. 

· Audience - popular or scholarly use 

Selection should include both items that are for popular general audiences and also some items that would be of interest to scholars. Neither should be a limiting factor. 

· Ability to deliver from library to UW micro-imaging lab 

A process for delivering items securely from the library to the UW needs to be worked out. The South Central Library System process for delivering archival materials was reviewed and adapted to the project. For some three dimensional items, it may be necessary to take photos at the site and use images for the digitization process. 

· Ability to digitize without harm to the materials 

Unless digitization is being done primarily as a preservation method, items that could be harmed by the digitization process should not be selected. This project is not designed for preservation purposes, but preservation could be considered if it would be a desired outcome. 

· Availability of records for creation of metadata 

Items for which sufficient information is known to create an adequate metadata record should be selected. Other sources of information about items or about the ship in general may be obtained from OCLC records or ship information cards created by Milwaukee Public Library, the index to Door County Advocate, other reference sources, or metadata already created such as that done for the Wisconsin Historical Society digitization project. 

· Diversity of materials from each institution participating 

Each participating institution should consider as wide a diversity of ships and items as possible. 

· Good documentation on item 

The availability of good documentation on items such as dates, original owners, acquisition circumstances, will help assure that the library has the rights to digitize the item and assist staff who are creating metatag information. 

· Revenue 

It would not be the intent to charge users for access to the web site created, so libraries should select materials that they are willing to have displayed without any reimbursement. Screen images would generally be low resolution so that they would not be suitable for commercial or collectible use. Libraries could potentially charge for creation of rich or high resolution files, copies made from high resolution files, or copies from any originals in the collection. It is not the intent of this project to substantially impact the revenue stream a library has from reprints from their collections. 

